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Toolbox Topics: Safety for Overhead Power Lines

Under normal conditions, overhead power
] transmission lines are safe. However,
: #;,ﬁ construction work around overhead lines
o ST is not normal and overhead lines can be
S5 deadly if you don’t pay attention to the
P = hazards associated with them. The

=t > minimum clear distance for overhead lines
= is 10 feet for 50 kV (50,000 volts).
Additional distance must be added for
increased voltage. RULE OF THUMB:
Stay clear of power lines a distance
equal to the height of the power pole

supporting the line.

Overhead power lines are everywhere and people tend to underestimate the danger
associated with them. Awareness of these safety practices is CRITICAL. Call the utility
company if you have any questions. A mistake when working near overhead power lines
could be your last one.

1. Never touch a power line with your hands, poles, sticks, or any other object. Even kite
string can carry enough voltage to Kill.

2. When power lines are low hanging or on the ground, stay clear and report them.

3. Most power lines are not insulated and offer little or no protection from shock or
electrocution.

4. If you are working near a power line with a ladder, pipe, or other such object and lose
control, let go and flee the area. Contact with the line and the ground can energize an
area on the ground and cause severe injury or death.

5. Do not touch or attempt to remove any object that comes in contact with a power line.
Call the utility company for assistance.

6. Never dig unless underground utilities have been located.

7. Maintain a clear distance of at least 50 feet from any downed power line.



8. Never climb a utility pole unless you have been trained and authorized to do so.
9. Never install antennas in a location where they could fall across a power line.

10. When raising ladders, erecting and dismantling scaffolding, or performing other work
activities near power lines, use extreme caution.

11. Treat all overhead lines as hot.

12. Wind can blow materials and equipment into power lines. Do not use tag lines near
power lines.

13. When working near power lines, ladders, pipes, conduit, and other long material
should be carried by two people and should be below shoulder height.

14. If equipment comes in contact with power lines and you can not move the contacting
part away from the lines, shut down the equipment and wait for the power to be shut off.
STAY ON THE EQUIPMENT UNTIL THE POWER IS SHUT OFF. (Exception is when
staying on the equipment presents a greater danger; as in the case of burning
equipment.)

15. If on energized equipment or in an energized area, exit the area by taking small (one
inch) shuffling steps.
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